
36

HOPE NEWS
FIRST QUARTER 2018

In this Issue:

₪₪ Hope Home

₪₪ Agnes Kunze 

Academy

₪₪ Hope Samvedna

₪₪ Hope CCSS

₪₪ Hope CBID

PROJECTS

AKS HOPE

Advocacy

Em
pow

erm
ent

Health
care

Liv
elih

ood

Educatio
n

FOCUS AREAS

Dear Fr iends,

Mother  Te resa  once sa id ,  “We ourse lves  fee l  that 
what we are doing is  just  a drop in the ocean.  But 
the  ocean would  be less  because o f  that  miss ing 
drop.”  

Many t imes we feel  that the work we are doing is 
just  a t iny drop in the ocean as there is  so much 
to be done.  We often wonder whether our work is 
real ly making a di fference in the l ives of  the people 
that we serve.    I  fee l  that even i f  i t  br ings about a 
change in the l i fe of one person or child, our purpose 
is  achieved and i t  is  worthwhi le .  

A glance at the projects highlighted in this newsletter 
w i l l  he lp  you see  the  cont inuous  e f fo r t s  o f  HOPE 
Staff ,  their dedication and passion for work, which is 
bringing about a change in the l ives of many children 
and people in the community that we serve.

We are thankful  for  your love,  prayers ,  support  and 
par tnersh ip  fo r  the  ongo ing  work  o f  Agnes Kunze 
Society and Hope Project . 

Manju Lawrence

Managing Director



AGNES KUNZE ACADEMY
As the new school  year 

began in Apr i l ,  ch i ldren 

were excited to go to new 

c lasses and receive new 

books and bags .   Many 

vo lun tee r s  and  f r i ends 

v is i t  f rom t ime to t ime, 

wh i ch  i s  a l s o  a  g r e a t 

l ea rn ing  exper ience  fo r 

the chi ldren.  In the new 

session, volunteers f rom 

Germany took a workshop 

w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o n 

‘Good Touch, Bad Touch’ 

c r ea t i ng  awa reness  on 

the importance of  Chi ld 

Protect ion

With a tota l  student st rength of  198 in c lasses 

Nursery  to  5 ,  the ch i ld ren are  enthus ias t i c  to 

come to school  and learn.   A l though academics 

is  the main emphasis ,  chi ldren are exposed to 

var ious interact ive act iv i t ies ,  compet i t ions and 

sports throughout the year,  which helps in the 

hol is t ic  development of  the chi ldren.

Aditya studies in Class 5.  He is an extremely 

ta len ted boy.   He  i s  good a t  s tud ies  and 

i s  a lways  eager  to  lea rn  new th ings .   He 

rece ived 92% in c lass 4 f ina l  exams.   Not 

only is  he s incere,  act ive and obedient ,  he 

is  a lso a great source of  encouragement to 

o the r  s tudents  as  we l l .   Even though he 

faces many cha l lenges in  h is  fami ly  on a 

daily basis, he is absolutely focused towards 

h is  goa l  and wi l l  def in i te ly  prove to be a 

successful person, i f he continues to receive 

suppo r t  and  encou ragement  towards  h i s 

studies.

Agnes Kunze Academy has been 

instrumental  in the al l  round 

growth and development of the 

children in and around the slum 

settlement at  Madrasi  Colony. 
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Five teachers are enrolled in the D.El.Ed. 

programme launched by the government 

for  the benef i t  of  in-serv ice untra ined 

teachers in schools .   This programme 

aims to develop the skil l competencies, 

at t i tudes and understanding to make 

teaching and learning more effect ive.

With a tota l  student st rength of  198 in c lasses 

Nursery  to  5 ,  the ch i ld ren are  enthus ias t i c  to 

come to school  and learn.   A l though academics 

is  the main emphasis ,  chi ldren are exposed to 

var ious interact ive act iv i t ies ,  compet i t ions and 

sports throughout the year,  which helps in the 

hol is t ic  development of  the chi ldren.

The children took 

part in a rally held 

on April 2nd to 

spread awareness 

on Autism, and 

the importance 

of inclusion of 

children with 

disability into 

m a i n s t r e a m 

education.
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The year began with great excitement and a lot of 

act ivity. 

On January  30th ,  the ch i ld ren went  to  the zoo 
and  saw d i f f e ren t  t ypes  o f  b i rds ,  f i shes  and 
animals .   They were overwhelmed.  Chi ldren are 
a lso thankful  to Ms. Prerna for  the g i f t  that she 
gave to al l  the chi ldren and they were able to buy 
various things for themselves which they needed.  

Al l  the chi ldren did wel l  in their  f inal  exams and got good results .   Pr iyanka 
and Deepak of  c lasses 4 & 2 respect ive ly,  performed excel lent ly and were 
awarded by the management.   Af ter  the exams, a l l  the chi ldren were able 
to go home and spend t ime with thei r  fami l ies and loved ones.   They were 
thr i l led to go home.  I t  was also a t ime for the parents to get to know about 
thei r  chi ldren’s performance and wel l  being.

HOPE HOME
AKS Hope Home is a home to chi ldren,  boys and girls .  
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Farewel l  |  Af ter  working for  3 years at  Hope Home, 
Ms. Sheelpa Lammichhane res igned f rom her job as 
she got marr ied.  She was given a warm farewel l  by 
the ent i re staff  and students of  Hope Home.  Her 
t ime at the Home was very f ru i t fu l  as she worked 
who lehear ted ly  w i th  the  ch i ld ren  and the  s ta f f .  
Everyone sent her with prayers and wel l  wishes for 
her future l i fe .

New appointees |  In  p lace of  Sheelpa,  Ms.  N i rma 
has been appointed and she jo ined 
work from March 3, 2018.  She wil l  be 
working under the supervision of Ms. 
Prat ima and Mr.  Puran S ingh.  She is 

very happy working with the chi ldren and is t ry ing to do 
her best .

New Admiss ion |  10 new chi ldren were admitted to Hope 
Home this year in Apr i l .   A l l  the chi ldren belong to needy 
fami l ies .   Hope Home staff  is  happy to welcome these chi ldren to the 
fami ly.
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HOPE COMPREHENSIVE CARE 

& SUPPORT SERVICES (CCSS)

Hope Comprehensive Care & Support  Serv ices Pro ject  has been 
ins t rumenta l  in  prov id ing  communi ty  hea l th  ca re  and suppor t 
services to the underprivileged in the Dehradun district.  The project 
staff  v is i ts  d i fferent areas,  s lum sett lements and communit i tes , 
rais ing awareness on health and hygiene, educating the people on 
var ious government schemes and benef i ts ,  l inking and referr ing 
them to hospi ta ls and provid ing support  serv ices for  those who 
do not have anywhere to go.

This year began with the HOPE CCSS team part ic ipat ing in Wor ld 
Tuberculos is Day on March 24th and Wor ld Aut ism Day on Apr i l 
2nd.   Mr.  Anuj  Kumar Sharma,  Communi ty  Hea l th  Team worker 
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was awarded for  h is work and input in the 
f ie ld of  Tubercu los is  at  the funct ion he ld 
on March 24,  2018.  

Bes ides  th i s ,  Hope  CCSS  s ta f f  have  been 
regular ly counsel ing HIV AIDS & TB patients, 
both adults and children, providing medicines 
and tak ing them for  regular  check-ups to 
Doon Hospi ta l .   A tota l  of  42 chi ldren and 
adults have so far  stayed at the Hope Care 
Centre for  thei r  t reatment and medic ines.

In the f ie ld v is i ts ,  the CCSS workers have 
also been also been conduct ing face to face 
counseling sessions with Female Sex workers 
and dist r ibut ing condoms. 

A total of 42 

children & 

adults have so 

far stayed at 

the Hope Care 

Centre for their 

treatment and 

medicines.
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Signi f icant change in 
the l i fe of  Insa

Insa is  a 4 year o ld specia l 

needs  ch i l d .   She  l i ves  in 

Jatonwala.   Insa was unable 

t o  wa l k  and  move  a round 

and just  sat  in one place in 

her house.   Samvedna staff 

r egu l a r l y  v i s i t ed  I n sa  and 

made cont inuous effor ts  to 

he lp  he r  wa lk  a  few s teps 

with support.  Insa’s parents 

were extremely happy to see 

I n s a  wa l k  and  e ven tua l l y 

s t and  on  he r  own .   I t  i s 

thei r  hope to see Insa walk 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  a  f e w 

mon th s .   Hope  S amvedna 

staff  is  making every effort 

to help her do that . 

HOPE SAMVEDNA

Hope samvedna regularly works within the 
community for the upliftment of persons and 
children with disabil it ies.   

Under the Disabil ity Inclusive Livelihood Init iative Program (DILIP), 5 families 
were inc luded last  year.   The program has brought about a lot  of  change in 
thei r  l ives.   They have been involved in k i tchen gardening,  keeping goats 
and poult ry.   They have been able to se l l  f resh vegetables and eggs.   They 
are t ry ing to mult ip ly th is l ive l ihood stock and the project  is  cont inuously 
helping them in this process so that there is susta inabi l i ty of  the program.
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On March 24, 2018, Community Health Global Network Uttarakhand Cluster 
organized the Rapid Assessment of  Disabi l i ty  Disemminat ion event in 
Dehradun in associat ion with Nossal  Inst i tute (Univers i ty of  Melbourne, 
Aus t ra l i a ) ,  CBM and PHF I .    The  ma in  fea tu re  o f  th i s  even t  was  to 
disemminate the information of al l  that was done during the past 4 years 
under the RAD program.  The object ive for  us ing the RAD tool  was to 
improve the qual i ty of  l i fe for  persons with disabi l i t ies in Uttarakhand 
through promoting equal participation in community l i fe and fulf i l lment of 
the rights to health, education, employment and social participation. This  
program sought to understand the barr iers exper ienced by people with 
disabi l i t ies when part ic ipat ing in and accessing community services (eg. 
health, education) and to strengthen the capacity of the organizat ions to 
design,  implement and measure the effect iveness of  d isabi l i ty inc lus ive 
community heal th development programs. There was di fferent DPG/DPO 
format ion that took place in the 5 areas of  Uttarakhand by each Local 
partner dur ing th is process in which the Persons with disabi l i ty were 
strengthened and which led to increased part ic ipat ion in the community.  
AKS Hope Samvedna, the disabi l i ty wing of AKS Hope Project, part ic ipated 
act ive ly in th is program.

...to improve 

the quality 

of life for the 

persons with 

disabilities in 

Uttarakhand....
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CBID -  2018 is  a venture 

o f  AKS Hope pro jec t  in 

pa r t ne r sh i p  w i t h  CBM 

& was started this year 

in four b locks cover ing 

30 v i l lages of  Dehradun 

d i s t r i c t .   T h e  a im  o f 

the  p ro jec t  i s  to  b r ing 

about  a  change  in  the 

l i v e s  o f  p e op l e  w i t h 

disabi l i ty at  community 

level ,  working with and 

t h r o u gh  l o c a l  g r o up s 

a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s .   I t 

enhances and strengthens ear l ier  work descr ibed as Community Based Rehabi l i tat ion 

or CBR.  AKS Hope is the only organizat ion that is  working on this CBID project  in 

the state of  Uttarakhand.

The blocks added this year to the areas that were selected in 2017 under the CBID 

project  are Kals i ,  Vikasnagar,  Rajpur and Sahaspur.  Present ly CBID project  is  being 

implemented in 4 Dist r ic ts of  Uttarakhand (Dehradun, Tehr i  Garhwal ,  Rudraprayag 

& Almora) and covers 9 B locks.  A tota l  of  1206 Persons with Disabi l i ty (Adults-  899; 

Chi ldren- 307) are registered with the program and the CBID staff  is  looking forward 

to helping them improve their qual ity of l i fe & increase their part ic ipation in different 

sectors of  l i fe .   

CBID referred one adult  and two chi ldren to the Community Heal th Global  Network 

Uttarakhand Cluster (CHGNUKC),  who were able to provide wheelchairs to the adult 

and the two chi ldren,  which has changed thei r  wor ld complete ly.   In the Sahaspur 

b lock,  through the efforts of  the CBID project  staff ,  4 chi ldren were provided with 

disabi l i ty cert i f icates by the Chief  Medica l  Off icer. 

A capaci ty bui ld ing Tra in ing/workshop for the staff  and volunteers was organized by 

AKS Hope Project  f rom March 15-31,  2018 at  Hope Samvedna, Dhana, Thatyur.   The 

theme of  the workshop was “Future is  Inc lus ion”.   The t ra in ing par tner  was LCH 

Samvedna, which is  a Disabi l i ty Resource Centre. 

HOPE COMMUNITY BASED INCLUSIVE 

DEVELOPMENT (CBID) -  2018
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Sadik suffers f rom inte l lectual  d isabi l i ty.   He l ives in 

Hasanpur Vi l lage, Dehradun, with his family.  Sadik was 

enrol led in 2016 in the Disabi l i ty Inc lus ive L ive l ihood 

I n i t i a t i v e  P rog ramme (D I L I P ) ,  because  he  was  no t 

engaged in any act iv i ty at  home.  He could not do any 

work at  home nei ther was he able to engage himsel f 

i n  any  mean ing fu l  emp loyment  ou t s ide  due  to  h i s 

d isabi l i ty.

Under the DILIP Programme, Sadik was init ial ly provided 

w i th  25  ch i cks  in  o rde r  to  s ta r t  a  sma l l  pou l t r y  a t 

home.  A part icular  act iv i ty or t rade is se lected for the 

benef ic iary only on the basis of  the need and his or 

her interest .     Sadik started working enthusiast ica l ly 

and took init iat ive to look after the chicks, giving them 

feed at the r ight t ime, etc .

Af ter  10 to 11 months he was able to get eggs f rom the 

hen on a regular basis and he was able to sel l  these eggs 

for  Rs.10/-  each.   I t  a lso helped in enr iching his d iet .  

Sadik was so happy.  

Gradual ly  the poul t ry  work is  increas ing as recent ly  7 

newly hatched chicks were added f rom the previous lot .  

Sad ik  i s  ex t reme ly  happy.   H i s  who le  pe rspec t i ve  on 

l i fe has changed.  He works act ive ly now and is able to 

contr ibute towards the family.  This work has also helped 

in ra is ing his sel f -esteem.  I t  is  a joy to see Sadik taking 

responsib i l i ty and working towards th is in i t iat ive.

SADIK’S LIFE TRANSFORMED!

Communi ty  workers  f rom di ffe rent  par ts  o f  the h i l l  reg ion as wel l  as  Dehradun 

area act ive ly part ic ipated in th is workshop.  The main a im of the workshop was to 

help the part ic ipants to understand the di fference between CBR and CBID;  what are 

the di fferent types of  d isabi l i t ies ;  and how to empower the people with disabi l i ty, 

create awareness and work towards  soc ia l  inc lus ion.  A lso,  the part ic ipants were 

able to learn about referr ing and l inking people with disabi l i ty to a l l  the schemes 

of  Government.  I t  was a good learning and growing exper ience.
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Chief  Funct ionary

Agnes Kunze Society,  ‘Par i  Mahal ’  ,  D-55 Aman Vihar,  Lane 
No.  D-10 Vi l lage Chidowal i ,  P.O.  Kandol i ,  Sahastradhara 

Road,  Dehradun 248 001,  Uttarakhand,  INDIA

Phone:  +91-9412053217;  8439002016 

Mobile:  +91 9719536211

E-mai l :  c inz ia_manju@yahoo.com  c inz ia .manju@gmai l .com; 
akshopeproject@gmai l .com 

Website:   www.akshopeproject india .org


